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SPLENDID FIGHTING MACHINE OF
12,000 REGULARS READY IN CAMP AT TEXAS CITY

How the Second Division of the Army
Was Mobilized Within Striking

Distance of Mexico

By LIELT, RORERT €. RICHARD-
SON, JR, 23D REGT. U, 8,
INFANTRY,

isolated  little treeless town
the Day of Galveston whose
perhaps unfamiliar to
hrec-fourths of the inhabltants
of Texas, let alone the United States,
are  encamped approximately  nine
thousand troops of the regular army
awaiting the orders of their Com-
mander in Chief, the President.

While the eyes of the world, and the
United States in particular, are turned
toward  Mexleo, and  fresh develop-
ments are awaited with the Keenest
mterest, how many Americans know
that o division of regular troops is held
m concentration at Texas City, Tex.,
or are interested enough to Inquire as
to its location? There is an impres-
sion among the public that the Govern-
ment 18 holding some troops at Gal-
veston only, but there is little informa-
1 to the number, the purpose
which they are held and whm
they are doing,. While one brigade of
ry I8 encamped at Galveston the
of the troops are held at Texas
iy, across the bay,

e elections in Mexico were held
st month, und as no one can say that
the results may not embroil the United
‘n a conflict the public will be

allie |8

ias

Stgtes

derested  in Knowing in a general

vowhat this fighting machine of
oo men has been dolng since Mr
Faft ordered it to Texar last Feb-
ruary, when the Mexican situation was

e I do not propose to tell you
ow many Washington Monuments of
read  nor how many Woolworth

illdines of

sutned nu

hie ne

coffee and sugar are con-
nthiy L the troops nor that
vesary cattle in single file would
earth, but 1T will relate In a
manner why we came here
tid what we have been doing,

narrat [T

After the overthrow of Madero con-
litions Mexico were so alarming
that it seemed as if the TUnited
Stutes would be compelled to inter-
ene. This crisis preceded the inau-

surmtion of President Wilson by a few
werks only, and the Taft Administra-

lon lgh continuing its policy of
on-{r rence, decided to mobilize
a division of regulars at a Southern
vaport, preferably in Texas, so that
he new President would have an ad-
vance force within striking  distance
¥ W

Jelidoantervention prove necessary.
The General Staff had contemplated
Just =uev 4 concentration for a long
il sent a board of officers
a concentration point.  This
ted Galveston for one di-
nound Texas City for another on
woonnt of the excellent facllities for
fmbarkation, The S8econd Divislon was
n the two points,
“ver intended to hold troops
Lty except for the necessary
fending  embarkatlon, for no
g facilities could outweigh
itiges of Texas City for a
nent camp,  The uncertainty of
in Mexico, however, has com-
War Department to retain
e ttoops there, and from a mere con-
teRirathen point a permanent  camp
"|"' ped Any favorable change in
des i alairs wonld cause the relief
f e and vhis hope has buoyed

while and

1 Lietwoe

that carries off the heaviest rains in
a few hours,

The troops are encamped by brigade,
each regiment being assigned to a_cer-
tain area. The tents are reuuiurl_v
pitched in rows, with forty feet inter-
val between companies, and are of the
pyramidal type, accommodating eight
men comfortably. At one extremity of
the street is an improvised building
which serves as the kitchen and mess
hall, and also as a recreation room.

Improvements have gone steadily
on, each day pringing forth some little
ingenious camping device for the con-
venlence and comfort of the men, until
now the camp i pointed to by the offi-

cers as the ftinest example
mentation® that the world
scen,  This is, however,

its location, for a better camp could
have been pitched almost anywhere
ekke, No European army in time of
peace, or so large a part of an army,
has ever been under canvas for so long
a tlme, nor had to contend with such
unusual and discauraging conditions,
and this camp should be the pride of
every American who wants to belleve
that the army he helps to support is
at the top notch of efliciency.

The mobile army of the United
States is organized into four tactical
divisions; the first, second, third, and
a cavalry division, each commanded
by a major-general., Major-Gen. Will-
jam H. Carter commands the second
division, with troops scattered from
Wyoming to Indiana, and when the
President ordered the mobilization of
this division the War Department sim-
ply sent one telegram to Gen, Carter
at Chicago, directing him to concen-
trate his divislon. That was all the
work or worry encumbent upon the
War Department,

Gen. Carter directed the movement
of the separate units of his division.
The organization of our forces as ont-

of castra-
has ever
not due to
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Army Lieutenant Tells How Men Have
Been Thoroughly Drilled and Are

Now in Prime Condition

since its organization, and all efforts
were directed toward making it an ef-
fective fighting machine with the least
practicable delay, as it looked as if it
would be called into active service in
Mexico very shortly., The troops had
been receiving a great deal of instrues
tion in company work at the home sta-
tions. After a short review of this
class of Instruction the brigade and di-
vislon maneuvres were undertaken.
Almost the entire months of April
and May were devoted to brigade and
division problems, affording the Gene-
erals in command valuable practice in

the actual tactical handling of their
commands in the fleld, The progress
made was amazing and of wreat value

to all concerned, and in a short while
brigndes were moved over the ter-
rain with the cuse and dispateh of a
battalion.

Upon the approach of hot weather
tand it gets awfully hot in Texas)
Gen, Carter curtailed the more ex-
tended mauwuvres, limiting the work

to regimental, battalion and company
problems, and to the individual in-
struction of the soldier. During the

months of June, July and August this
latter system of instruction was thor-
oughly  carried out, with  additionat
practice in ficld firing and target prace-
tive at known ranges,

In all of the manwuvres the Medioal
Corps performed the duties that woulld
be demanded of it in time of war, aud
to the observer it was very interest-
ing First aid stations were
Hshed along the fiving line, then dress-

ing stations further back under cover,
and from  here the “wounded”  woere
transported by the ambulanece come-
pany to the field hospital at Texas
iy,

The 8Klgnal Corps  established  teles
;|-I|.<l| ¢ and  wircless  communication
Detween  division  and brigade head-
Louarters, wWhenee messiges  wers  pro-
| bavesd by orderiy flag, or motorevele

miliar with
service since

methods adopted in our
the Spanish War, The
public will probably never again be
subjected to the spectacle of camps
filled with malaria, typhoid and other
contagious diseases, The Medical Corps
has practically eradicated typhoid by
the prophylactic treatment, and pre-
Ventive measures in regard to  camp
sanitation make a repetition of former
conditions practically  impossible.  In
this it has been assisted by the line of-
fivers, whose constant supervision over
the s=anitation of their commands is
largely responsible for the great sue-
cess attributetl to the Medical Corps,

In all of this large body of troops
living =0 closely together for seven
months there has not been a single case
of typhoid fever—a record of which any
country should be very proud,

tme of the most difticult problems
that the oflicers of the army have teo
solve is the provision of adequate ree-
reation for their men, The average
citizen may not fully understand this,
as ordinarily he leads a normal life but
the life of the soldier is more or less
ubnormal, and to counteract uny il
effects of such an existence is the duty
of every officer,

This difficulty is further augmented
by our military policy, which for various
reasons generally places troops in spots

temoved from citles where the aver e
man finds his amusement, The result
f this isolation is that a sul € must
spend a large proportion of his pay to
Peach a city before he can obtain any
distraction, or else cheap,  ordinary

RUOWS spring up in the vicinity of the
post or camp Intended solely for the
purpose of fleecing the soldier of his
money and furnishing no adequate pree
turn,
It Is therefore

incumbent upon the
ofticers to provide good, clean, healthful
Pecreation, so that the men may remada
vontented and the efficien ¥ and morale
may be unimpaired,

The chaplains, who take great in-
terest In work, have provided ia
licarly every reziment free moving pic-
ture shows, supported Ly

this

contributions

from the officers and from company
funds,  Nightly they are crowded, as
there are no greater devolees of the

“movies” than the soldiers,

the summer months  there
have bheen opportunities for swimming
and sailing, fishing and crabbing and
all the delights that only the Cith
bring,  Each regimemt has its basebal)
team, A league was  formed and a
series of enjoyable games was  provided

During

s

for the loyal fans,
At Galveston the troops have  the
| of the finest surf, We at Texas
have the bay only, but it is sufe

ficient

Lo pron untold enjovment for
thousands of men whose good ualitiey
are not always apprecliated by the pub-
lie they serve

Isn't it a fact, Mr. Beader, that your

idea of a soldier's life rey around
dress parade and a few hours devoted
o drill?  Pray be not offended ir 1 tel
You that those two things are a very

smadl part of a soldier's training, 1 am
not going to tire you with u long list of

calls reconnting what onr Tonny Atking
does every minute of the day, hut le
me axk o you, Who looks after their
lothes, thelr coquipmis thelr reachs

thy I r
Iwbits of all durlng these

ol trying conditions,
di last February, amid cold and

seven
wont g

Arly

FLn, and conducted to swampy land for
Ml vt site, the troops at once began
10 ke the place habitable, Thelr first
tamp st was so hopeless that efforts
Wereut once made to secure better
;I:r‘ ML Pinally suitable land or at
! 5 rood as could be obtained was
7‘ “and new camp sites were surveyed
b te cirlneers and completely prepared
’»s it soldiers hefore thelr removal
|'l:l‘l L thelr former locatlon, As this
4 }'.l ‘irea I8 abtmolutely level, it had

10 Do Urained; but with the experience
'Ml ! years behind them the officers
Fedncomplete system of dralnage

lined above was only completed and
published to the army a few weeks
before this mobilization, and the ease
and despatch with which the troops
were moved proves that It is effective
and that It Is a long step toward a
complete and definite organlzation of
our moblle forces.

As a result the following troops were
moved to Galveston and Texas City:

Fourth Brigade.~Drigadier General Wis-

mer.
284 Infantry from Indlana.
26th Infantry from Michigan.
27th Infantry from Illinois,

8ixth Brigade.—Drigadier General Ed-

wards,
11th Infantry from Wmoming.
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18th Infantry from Wyoming and Mon-
tana.
224 Infantry from Texas,
Fifth Brigade.—Brigadler General Davis.
4th Infantry from Nebraska and Ar-
kansas, .
Tth Infantry from Kansas.
19th Infantry from Oklahoma and South
Dakota,
28th Infantry from Minnesota,
Aurillary Troops.—
6th Cavalry from lowa.
dth Artillery from Wyoming.
Field Company DD Bignal Corps from
Nebraska.
Battallon Engineers from Kansas,

Fleld Hospital from Kansas. (No. 8).
Amlmlur’we Company from Kansas.
(No, 3).

Field Bakery from Fort Rlley, Kansas,

Eaann. Treines.

Our army is 80 small and 8o scattered
that the difficulties of such a concen-
tration are apparent, and it should
be a matter of congratulation that It
was, In this Instance, done promptly
and efectively, considering the great
distances travelled and the fact that
the military authorities are more or
less dependent upon the caprices of the
rallroads,

It Is the fashion to compare the rapid
mobilization of Earopean armies with
that of our own, and always to the dis-
advantage of the latter, but 1 think 1
can safely say that if any European
Government were compelled to trans-
port troops from ocentral BSlberla to
Rordeaux, France, a distance approxi-
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mately equal to that from Wyoming to
Texas, it would find the difficulties em-
barrassing and it would not be able
to effect a mobilizatlon as quickly as
we did, notwithstanding that all or
nearly all of the railroads of Europe
are Government owned. The European
Governments are not confronted with
the great distances and transportation
problems with which we have to con-
tend, and comparisons cannot fairly be
made,

Early In March, as soon as it was ap-
parent that the troops would be held at
Texas City for some time, a systematlc
scheme of instruction and training was
commenced. This was the first time that
the 8econd Division had been together

to the various regimental commanders

The acroplunes were used for scout-
ing and did excellent work, not only
in the manauvres but at other times,
The officers and men gave splendid ex-

hibitions of werve and skill In the
handling of these (treacherous ma-
chines, and won the admiration of all
by their devotion to such hazardous
work,

The Becond Division §8 In a state of
high efficlency .and the result of these
seven months of arduous training
would show to great advantage should
the troops be compelled to cross the
Rio Grande.

The health of the command I8 a con-
stant source of wonder to all not fa-

their ratfons, their health, the sanitarg
conditions in which they live and the
thousand and one things that the come
plexity of our civilization demands?

Does the Government provide them
with servants to perform all of thems
duties? No, they must do all these thing
themselves,  All of this takes a grent
deal of time to be properly accome
plished and is a part of the day's work,
But maet important there must e Ine
culcated In the soldier respect for law
and order and instant obedience of the
orders of his superiors—a work of tuet,
firmness of purpose, devotion, paticnes
and time—so that when the crisis comes
he will if necessary sacrifice himsef
for his country,




